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INDIANAPOLIS
s cold winds blew across downtown Indi-
anapolis on the fourth weekend in April,
the apparel of choice was not wool
sweaters or down-lined jackets. 

It was armor and robes.
For four days, Jedi and Sith stood

together in line, Stormtroopers and
Rebel Pilots shared many beers, and Star Wars Cele-
bration III made history.

Ever since die-hard fans gathered on the rain-
soaked fields of Colorado’s Wings Over The Rockies
Air and Space Museum in 1999, during Celebration
I, the conventions have been havens of fellowship
and fanaticism that have also heralded the premiere
of each Star Wars prequel.

This year, however, the mood is different. At mid-
night on May 18, Star Wars Episode III: Revenge of
the Sith will do what no other Star Wars film has
done: 

Finish the story.
If ever there was a dichotomy in sci-fi culture, this

is it. Whether or not you would like to see Jar Jar
Binks fall under Darth Vader’s wrath, there is a bit-
tersweet tone to the upcoming movie premiere.

“It’s like the pins they’re giving away in the exhib-
itor hall that say ‘Star Wars is Forever,’ ” says Steven 
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George Lucas, the creator of the sci-fi saga, says, ‘The whole phenomenon started
with the fans.’ And fans wonder if he will ever truly be finished with the magic.

Some members of The 501st Legion go on the march as Stormtroopers at the convention. The worldwide costume club
specializes in the fabrication of Imperial character costumes from ‘Star Wars.’ There is a sister organization, the Rebel Legion.

In a galaxy

not so far

away —

Indianapolis,

that is —

‘Star Wars’

fans gather

to reflect and

remember as

the film saga

nears an end.
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Rachel Scott (center) is all but lost in a family crowd that includes Leviticus (clockwise
from bottom), Haven, Courtney, Heather, Shawn, Ashley, Judah and Destiny.

By LINDA SHRIEVES
SENTINEL STAFF WRITER

When Rachel Scott pulled her 15-
passenger van into a Wal-Mart parking
lot and got out with a handful of tod-
dlers, Gail Clarebout knew she’d found
a compadre. 

The van was a dead giveaway.
Clarebout, the mother of 12 chil-

dren, wandered over and introduced
herself. Scott, who has eight kids, had
heard about Clarebout already. The
two stood in the parking lot for 20
minutes, swapping war stories.

Although many Americans look at
large families and see only hardship,

people who’ve grown up in them see
loud, loving broods — and a whole host
of positives. 

As moms with lots of kids will tell
you, there’s always someone to play
with, always someone to help with
homework, always a shoulder to cry
on. 

Nevertheless, yesterday’s farm fam-
ily has become today’s neighborhood
novelty. And on Mother’s Day — as on
every other day of the week — the
mothers who’ve bucked convention
find themselves answering questions. 

What do you drive? Where does ev-
eryone sleep? How do you make din-
ner for that many people?

“When people see the 13 of us, they
can’t believe we have one mom and
one dad,” says Federico Zambrano, 32,
of Orlando. But in Mexico, where his
parents, Eva and Mateo Zambrano
grew up, large families were common.

Now ages 18 to 35, the Zambrano
clan grew up in the Pine Hills area of
Orlando, where their dad, Mateo, now
55, worked in auto-body shops and
their mom, Eva, 54, worked as a hotel
housekeeper.

Now family members gather sever-
al times a week at the Zambranos’ au-
to-body shop on Westmoreland Drive RICARDO RAMIREZ BUXEDA/ORLANDO SENTINEL

Motherhood to the 8th power — and up
What used to be common is now a novelty, but the big family is far from extinct.
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